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1245 November 12, 1897 

State board of health, referred to in my dispatch No. 66, and I found 
that he concurred with me in considering the disease epidemic. I have 
inclosed a letter from Dr. Goodman on the subject. 

At the present writing the disease appears to be confined to the army, 
no other cases, to my knowledge, having appeared among civilians. 
The police, under instructions from the governor, are trying in every 
way to improve the sanitary condition of the city (a condition that is 
certainly very bad), clearing the streets, inspecting houses of foreigners, 
etc. The army also has been removed to two forts outside the walls of 
the city as a quarantine measure. 

In connection with my duties in the matter, I find that it is next to 
impossible to obtain reliable statistics in regard to the spread of the 
disease— a fact that should be borne in mind by United States port 
officials in examining my bills of health. 

Every effort is made, of course, by merchants, agents, and others 
interested, to deny the existence of the disease, or at all events to deny 
its epidemic character. The board of health also, if any exists, is in an 
unorganized condition, and the other authorities more or less affected 
by the feeling among the merchants. I am, therefore, practically com- 
pelled to depend on various physicians for information. 

So far the disease has appeared exclusively among the foreign popu- 
lation and the troops, most of whom are from the interior. The gov- 
ernor estimates the number of foreigners in Cartagena at about 500. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Clifford Smyth, 
United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure.] 

Caktagena, Republic of Colombia, October 11, 1897. 
Deab Sib : In reply to your question as to what, in my opinion, was the cause of the 
present appearance of yellow fever in Cartagena, I must say that primarily and largely 
it is due to the lack of quarantine regulations and restrictions between this city and 
ports known to be infected. 

You know as well as I do, if not better, from your longer residence here, that passen- 
gers, not to mention merchandise, from Colon and Panama have been granted access 
without let or hindrance all summer, when both places were regarded as infected. 
Surely the authorities of Colombia should remedy this, both for the safety of their 
people and for the furtherance of their commercial relations with other countries. 

Yours, truly, D. W. Goodman, M. D. 

Mr. C. Smyth, 

United States Consul, Cartagena. 

STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Canada — Hamilton. — Month of October, 1897. Estimated popula- 
tion, 50,000. Total deaths, 46, including 2 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Cuba — Guantanamo. — Month of September, 1897. Estimated popula- 
tion not reported. Total deaths, 128, including 1 from yellow fever. 

Manzanillo. — Two weeks ended October 22, 1897. Estimated popula- 
tion, 20,000. Total deaths, 97, including 3 from yellow fever and 1 
from whooping cough. 

Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended October 23 
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correspond to an annual rate of 16.9 a thousand of the aggregate popu- 
lation, which is estimated at 10,992,524. The highest rate was recorded 
in Wolverhampton, viz, 22.7, and the lowest in Derby, viz, 11.6. 

London. — One thousand four hundred and forty-two deaths were regis- 
tered during the week, including measles, 48 ; scarlet fever, 16 ; diph- 
theria, 55; whooping cough, 28; typhus fever, 1 ; enteric fever, 22 ; and 
diarrhea and dysentery, 22. The deaths from all causes correspond to 
an annual rate of 16.8 a thousand. In greater London 1,868 deaths were 
registered, corresponding to an annual rate of 15. 5 a thousand of the popu- 
lation. In the "outer ring" the deaths included 16 from diphtheria, 7 
from measles, 4 from scarlet fever, and 5 from whooping cough. 

Ireland. — The average annual death rate represented by the deaths 
registered during the week ended October 23 in the 23 principal town 
districts of Ireland was 19.0 a thousand of the population. The lowest 
rate was recorded in Wexford, viz, 9.0, and the highest in Portadown, 
viz, 43.3 a thousand. In Dublin and suburbs 142 deaths were registered, 
including scarlet fever, 2 ; enteric fever, 6 ; diphtheria, 1 ; whooping 
cough, 1, and 1 from measles. 

Scotland. — The deaths registered in 8 principal towns during the week 
ended October 23 correspond to an annual rate of 20.3 a thousand of the 
population, which is estimated at 1,549,907. The lowest mortality was 
recorded in Paisley, viz, 13.3, and the highest in Dundee, viz, 24.6 
a thousand. The aggregate number of deaths registered from all causes 
was 604, including measles, 7 ; scarlet fever, 4 ; diphtheria, 6 ; whooping 
cough, 27, and smallpox, 1. 

Jamaica. — Week ended October 16. Estimated population, 694,- 
865. Total deaths not reported. The deaths included 3 from yellow 
fever and 1 from whooping cough. 

Eussia — Riga. — Month of August, 1897. Estimated population, 
282,000. Total deaths, 635, including phthisis pulmonalis, 37 ; enteric 
fever, 12 ; scarlet fever, 18 ; diphtheria, 8 ; measles, 4, and whooping 
cough, 9. 

Switzerland — Lucerne. — Month of September, 1897. Estimated 
population, 23,500. Total deaths, 39. No deaths reported from conta- 
gious diseases. 

United States of Colombia — Barranquilla. — Month of September, 
1897. Estimated population, 40,000. Total deaths, 66, including 1 
from typhus fever. 



